
Code 1285. Exploiting Migrants Human Capital for the Social and 
Economic Development of Sending and Hosting Societies
Length/Duración: 90 minutes

Contemporary migration regimes tend to be characterized by a focus on labor dimension and on the need to 
answer specific job vacancies. While this is pivotal for the social acceptance of migrants, and advantageous in the 
short term, this kind of approach has: a) entrapped migrants in ethicized jobs and sectors, often low-skilled and low 
status; b) nurtured the assumption that autochthonous and foreign labor force are complementary, thus neglecting 
the principles of equal opportunities; c) inhibited migrants’ full participation to the civil and social life of their hosting 
communities. Starting from this critical assumption, the workshop aims to show different ways and strategies to 
exploit migrants’ human capital and to enhance their contribution to the social, economic and institutional deve-
lopment of the host societies, with positive expected long-terms impacts on both economic competitiveness and 
social cohesion.

3:00 - 4:30 p.m
Room/Salón: C-5

ORGANIZERS:
Laura Zanfrini, Fondazione ismu, Italy; Giovanni Giulio Valtolina, Fondazione ismu, Italy.

PRESENTERS:
Rafael Alarcón, El Colegio de la Frontera Norte, Mexico; Marla Asis, Scalabrini Migration Center, Philippines.

Code 1256. Adult Education in Migratory Contexts
Length/Duración: 90 minutes

This workshop presents and reflects examples of adult education programs and activities implemented in various 
contexts of migration. Be it a national policy or local activity, adult education can work in different situations sup-
plementing the lacking educational background or contributing to further training of the population. Skills of highly 
educated migrants are welcomed by receiving societies and often taken for granted while low levels of education 
may remain unnoticed leading to social conflicts. The case of Finland presents an ongoing national program of 
enhancing participation of adult refugees in basic education and the research of students’ experiences. In Mexican 
context the Cross-Border-Solidarity Network is an education and self-organization concept set up at the Guatema-
la-Mexico border for the migrants caught in a situation of exploitation. dvv International works from Human Right to 
Education Perspective developing programmes to cater the educational needs of migrants.

3:00 - 4:30 p.m
Room/Salón: B-1

ORGANIZERS:
Paula Kuusipalo, University of Tampere, Finland; Beate Schmidt-Behlau, dvv International, Germany.

PRESENTERS:
Miguel Ángel Paz Carrasco, Voces-Cross-Border Migration and Gender Bureau Guatemala-Mexico, Mexico; 
Anne Alitolppa Niitamo, The Ministry of Employment and the Economy, Finland.
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